
Connec ng Channel Partnerships Connect at an Informa on Exchange 
in Lewiston, NY 

Lewiston, NY ‐ Connec ng 
channels are the Great Rivers 
that link the Great Lakes and 
are some of the most ecologi‐
cally dynamic and important 
drivers of biological processes in 
the Great Lakes basin.  These 
areas are also hubs for naviga‐

on and other human uses 
which, over me, have resulted 
in environmental change and 
the need for restora on.  

 

Four primary interna onal 
connec ng channels occur in 
the Great Lakes Basin – the 
Huron‐Erie Corridor, the Niaga‐
ra River, the St. Marys River, 
and the St. Lawrence River.   

 

The importance of con‐
nec ng channels to Great Lakes 
ecology has been highlighted 
recently during special sessions 
at the Interna onal Associa on 
of Great Lakes Research annual 
mee ng and the Great Lakes 
Fishery Commission spring Lake 
Commi ee mee ngs.   

 

Approximately 40 repre‐
senta ves from 17 agencies/
en es gathered in Lewiston, 
NY last month to learn from one 
another about what it takes to 
build a successful connec ng 
channel restora on partnership. 

  The New York Depart‐
ment of Environmental Conser‐
va on (NY DEC) and the U.S. 
Geological Survey’s Great Lakes 
Science Center (USGS GLSC) co‐
hosted the June 21‐22 mee ng 
at the Niagara Power Authori‐
ty’s Power Vista Museum.   

 

Par cipants included US 
and Canadian Federal and 
state/provincial government 
representa ves, members of 
Tuscarora/Seneca Na on, uni‐
versity and college affiliates, 
non‐governmental organiza‐

ons, and the private sector.    
 

The purpose of the infor‐
ma on exchange was to bring 
together under one roof key 
players from the Niagara River 
area and Huron‐Erie Corridor 
Ini a ve to learn from one an‐
other and maximize poten al 
for mutual benefit of the eco‐
system.  

 

The HECI serves as a model 
for the development of partner‐
ships to re‐establish degraded 
habitat within connec ng‐
habitat environments.  

 

For example, building on 
the success of HECI, the NY DEC 
is taking the lead to determine 
the degree to which each agen‐
cy/en ty is willing to commit to 
the forma on of a formalized 
partnership in the Niagara River 
Corridor to ensure a more coor‐
dinated approach to Niagara 
River restora on efforts. 

   
The informa on exchange 

between the NY DEC and the 
USGS GLSC was a first step to‐
ward that goal. 

 
 

July 2011 

Director’s Highlights 

Day 1  
• Ge ng to know the com‐

monali es and differences 
between the two par es – 
Who are the key players? 
What are their primary 
areas of foci?  What are 
their visions?   

 

• Discussion about capabili‐
es and unique strengths 

of the players and the val‐
ue of locally applicable 
AND regional significance. 

 

Day 2  
• Overview of possible resto‐

ra on tools and strategies, 
such as Conserva on As‐
sessment Planning Work‐
books, Miradi, and Aqua c 
GAP Analysis.   

 

• Importance of considering 
wide‐ranging species, such 
as lake sturgeon and Core‐
gonids, when conceiving 
restora on plans for con‐
nec ng channels.   

 

What Next? 
Unique and substan al 

funding opportuni es exist for 
Niagara River restora on work 
and a formalized partnership 
would leverage these opportu‐
ni es and reduce chances of 
redundancies in effort.  
 

The Great Lakes Fishery 
Commission offers an efficient 
bi‐na onal coordina on struc‐
ture for the Niagara River.   

 
Par cipants expressed 

intent in be er understanding 
the Fish Community Objec ves 
to help add focus to their 
efforts.   

Russell Strach, Director 
 USGS Great  Lakes Science Center 

 
Tim DePriest, Niagara River Habitat Specialist 

New York DEC/Natural Heritage Trust  

Both groups viewed the 
exchange as being very bene‐
ficial.  NY DEC will lead a sub‐
group of volunteers to devel‐
op a prospectus for the for‐
ma on of a coordinated 
Niagara River Partnership.  
NY DEC will also host a simi‐
lar mee ng again next year.   

 

The HECI representa‐
ves went home with a 

broadened perspec ve and 
some new poten al restora‐

on tools in their kit for con‐
sidera on.  The stage is also 
set for a con nued learning 
rela onship between the 
two partnerships as they 
move forward together.   
 
Want to Know More? 
For mee ng minutes and 
copies of presenta ons, 
please visit:   

h p://www.huron‐
erie.org/2011Niagara.html 

Persons interested in joining 
the Niagara River Partnership 
mailing list should contact 
Tim DePriest (NY DEC) at:  

deprie@gw.dec.state.ny.us  


